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Rum and the Commg Dry Rot

By BENJAMIN DE CASSERES.
NEW book by Marian Cox is, in
Ameriea, & lilerary eveni—a lit-
erary event in econtradistinetion to the
mere publieation of a new book.

Marian Cox is one of the few great
feminine writers of English. She has &
Juecid style because she has individualized
her mentality. She has that rare gift
among women—irony. She has vision
She mocks, she scorns, she pities. Bhe
thinks without sinking into mere philoso-
phising. She unmasks and passes. Her
vision is steady, her hand sure. Bhe
weintillates with the electric fuses of La-
tinity.

She bas & beautiful wisdom. Bhe ean
go submarining with the fertile thinkers
of the ages, bring her Pegasus to a halt
in front of the sun without being scorched,
or paddle around lightly and uneoncern-
edly in the rippling lakes of everyday life.
Her The Crowds and the Veiled Women
(published a few years back) is one of
the most beautiful and profoundly stimn-
lating books ever written. Its beauty is
drastie, its irony overwhelming; its bril-
liance soars. We wonder whether the late
Remy de Gourmont ever read it It
might be placed next to his own Sizhine.

Mrs. Cox’s mew volume is ecalled The
Dry Rot of Society. It is s slim volume
and contains five essays—The Dry Rot of
KSociety, The Fools of Love, The Lady in
War, The Gentleman in War, The Great
Fear in Germany. They are all powerful
sidelights on things of the hour, but writ-
ten from her own fronie position. In the
garden of ideas she is always cxamining
the roots and buds. Her style is the per-
fume.

The Dry Rot of Society is a psychologi-
eal examination of the prohihition eraze.
Alecohol, oceasional excess, is a rool-need
of the human being. It is one of his ex-
euses for not committing suicide. It is
the instinet to see the world and ourselves

One Bite—

Of those luscious 8. A.
Doughnuts and the Dougi-
boys lined up for more.

One Bite of this big stir-
ring remance will bring a smile

a_i a heart throb and you'll
read on to the very
end and for more,

THE

WAR ROMANCE
OF THE:

SALVATION ARMY

By
Commander E ine Booth
and Grace um"""h Hill
There are Hundreds

Of humorous, thrilling and pathetie
anecdotes in this true story of the
Salvation Army and the U. 8.
Doughboys in France. Get it! Read
itl You will be thrilled to laughter
and tears through every page.

30 illustrations, $1.50 net
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“His best novel, a ﬁt:\gr book than
*The Dark Forest.’ Its. descriptive

passages are superb; we the
sense of strange and alien
forces lying beneath the somewhat
Europeanized surface of Pe d

in a truly remarkable way.”—
York Times. y

L T

topsy-turvy every onee in a while. Itisa
means of “letting off steamn,” of giving
the ape and the angel in us & breath of
mir. R-uhtyh-nohukm:t. He is dead

grin st himself in the mirror of his ab-
surd seriousness,

The ancients were wise. Rome had so ’

many restrietions that hemmed in the se-
tivities of her citizens (hat Seneca recom-
mended an occasional debauch for all law-
makers and citizens. The Saturnalia was
ordained, periods of official sprees, when
everybody tore up his income tax blank
and put & dunee cap os the Mayor. If
you want to keep people from guillotin-
mg let them get drunk every little while
imagine they are kings, mayors,
sp-endthri.ﬂl and hw-m.nkm for a day.

These were “holy days for the unholi-
ness of the people.” Our own staid Will-
iam James advised a “moral holiday”
for everybody in order to keep the bal-
ances, Herbert Spencer tells us some-
where to “upset the equilibrinm” on stated
oecasions.

Says Mrs. Cox: “The drunkard drinks
with a mystic hankering that makes his
tonst like an unutterable prayer that he
may feel one with the gods for one glori-
ous moment of their sun soaked eternity.
He drinks to eseape himself and the sober,
stone-eyed werld which has hitched all his
little stars to a treadmill, a pelticoat or a
plow.” All the tragedies of history were
invented in the brains of sober people.

The Fools of Love is a brilliantly writ-
ten analysis of woman's besetting sin—
ber sublimal love-mmhy. “Love has
become woman's Olympian madness, ber
su folly, her voluptuousness of
le.lbf.ﬁ&m. + + Even the suf-
ferings of love bueeomelo form part of
its morbid attraction to her. She revels
in fastings, scourgings, ronfessions, for-
giveness of sins, penances, ceremgnials,
eommunions and symbolism of flesh and
spirit in the orthodoxy of human passion.
« + «» All “ntellectual women' die of a
broken beart,” says Mrs. Cox. There is
no eseapa from the furies of sex. The
woman mathematician, the woman artist,
the woman chemist, do not really exist;
they are roads fo the eternal Tristan.
The philtres of Brangaene were mixed by
Fros and Mephistopheles.

The Lady in War is a study in one of
the most striking phenomena of the great
war—ihe rise of the Amazon. Woman
follows the man up (o the mouth of the
howitzer. “To smile and smile, be a vil-
luin is the comsummate x of femi-
nine pature. ., . The essential vir-
tues of a soldier are suggestibility and
antomatism; snd in these qualities the
raw, unfashioned female excels the male.”
There was the Rusfian Battalion of
Death. There are the Furies of Suffrage.
And further back, Jezebel and Joan of
Are.

The Gentleman in War advances the
opinion that England is unconguerable
beenase England is a race of gentlemen.
Prussia eannot conquer gentlemen. Where
there are gentlemen there are conguest
and strength. “The war, in one aspect,
can be seen as a combat between the real
gentlemen of England and the sham noble-
men of Germany. In Germany
there is no national word for ‘gentleman’
or ‘charmcter. . . When the Ger-
man lost his gentle instinet be lost his
empire.” This essay is a fine tribute to
England, at whose head have been huried
more stupidities than she bas ever been
guilty of.

The Great Fear in Germany is a mas-
terly study of crowid-insanity—lo me the
finest essay in the book. Modern Ger-
many is the greatest psychological phe-
nomenon in the world's lustory, for it is
the only instance of a whole people going
totally insane of which we have any
knmowledge. It was the revival of the
“Great Fear” of the Middle Ages as it

affeeted a race. “Life is an epileptie fit
between two Nothing=" At least it would
seem 8o in Germany.

As Charles Ferguson said, “This book
is an exciting adventure,” It is a carni-
val of ideas and fiery plirases.

THE DRY ROT OF BOCIETY. By Marnx
Cox. Brentano's, $1.25,

“How many people among us,” rhetor-
ically demands the Liverpool Daily Post,
“eould name balf a dozen living Ameri-
ean novelists of distinetion? One men-
tions Mrs. Wharton, Owen Wister, Wins-
ton Chrchﬂl. and then the list ends.
However, the Liverpool Daily Post is
gnmouly pleased to have bheard of Mr.
Hergesheimer,
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FIFTY YEARS OF EUROPE

(1870 to 1919)

By CHARLES DOWNER HAZEN
These years aze from the end of the Franco-Prussian War to the end of

'&Wuﬁ%npﬂ% the shadow oi the former and the dread of the

Iatter hovered ovu-dumhtdmn With maps, including several douhlﬁgtazl'd
ones in color; 428 pages. s . $2.60 net.

TWO EARLIER BOOKS BY PROFESSOR HAZEN

;i

Alsace-Lorraine Under Europe Since 1815
German Rule 14th printing, $4 net.
4th printing, §1.30 net. > gy
Harvard Graduates’ Magazine: *‘Has
vinchg g Dy, TS, €00~ | ity the fied in Englsh. For the
e T Bl e | o ety s . i s
h'" without a competitor.

NOTEWORTHY FICTION

THE DAY OF GLORY

By DOROTHY CAUFIELD.

Stories founded on facts. This new book already in its 2nd ln printing.
Il $lnet Isa u?lbn to the author's “HOME FIRES IN FRANCE'
(6th printing, $1.50 net)

B-H- th &ﬂom there are “On the Edge,” “France's Fighting Woman
“Bnma Contused Impe&nnl " and "It Is Rather for
Ul to Be Here

The Atlantic: *'The exqguisite joa’ of November eleventh at Pariz. . . . The
suthor with restraint and skill makes us believe that we have seen ‘what she
mote directly has seen. "

| FIRECRACKER JANE

By ALICE CALHOUN HAINES.

The romance of an Aurimm nm- girl in Mexico when Gen. Pershing was
there. Second F‘il
. tense drama."

New York Times: “\'ivzd md colmml
“A breathless romanee fascinatingly told."”

San Francisco Chromicle
MARTIN SCHULER X Smceots Comporer
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THE SUN: "For uw
sphation, for general
impsessive.”
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19 WEST FOURTY-FOURTH STREET “)

THE OXFORD BOOKS OF VERSE

To the lover of poetry no volumes could be more welcome
than these choice anthologies. Their very physical ap-
pearance con a sense of ripeness and ease grace in
the inte llectual life and their pages are a source of unending
delight.
A New Volume
Tue Oxrorp Boox orF Austrarasian VERSE

Chosen bp l:; M urdock

This new volume m-m tative selection of some two
bhundred pmbyAtmnlhmmde Zealanders, from Wentworth
and Adam Lindsay Gordon to the poets of the present day. Just the
book to while awny vacation hours.

Gther Voiumes in the Series
Each, Net $3.00
n GLISH . UBLIN BOOK OF IRIAH VEHRSE
OXTORD BROOK 0& ENGL B 500

VERSE A D. 13850 1
Chosen and rrnnt w S AnTETn Edited by Jonx Cooxs
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Quitten-C OXPORD BOOK OF VICTORIAN
RDI'\III‘.TRGH B!I(IK Ol" SCOTTISH VERSE
VEREE 1300-1900 (hosen end Bdiled by Bin AwTEUN
Selected and Ediled by W. Macxriuie Quitiss-Covcn
OXFORD BOOK OF ENGLISH

0!1‘0.“!? BROOK OF BALLADA

Yl’l‘lcll.. VERSE
Ediled by Sia Awmiva 8. Nicnorson

(‘_-h end A. H,

Q XFORD BOOK of ITALIAN VEREE -
Hl ft-tury xu Century (in ltalian)
‘hosen by #r. Junw Lvcas

THE OXFORD BOOK OF CANA- n:mnn m‘dll"l'ﬂlu VERSE
DIAN VERSE 1 Centary-X X Centary (ia Spanish)
Chesen by Witemp Canrnxiy ('h-ul by Jamms FrrzmavsicE Kooy

Eack Vol. Cloth, Net $3.00.
Net

OXFORD BOOK of FRENCH VERSR
X111 Contury-XIX Cen (im French)
Chosen by Br. Jomw Lvcas

RICKENBACKER

America’s Greatest Ace tells Amer-
ica’s greatest story in his thrilling
book

FIGI'ITING THE FLYING CIRCUS

“The most complete and satisfying narrative by a war aviator
Lhrthnyatappumd . From the first page on it is war—
war to the erash.”—N. Y. Sun.

At All Bookshops STOKES, Publishers




